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ABSTRACT

The principles of organic aquaculture or ecological aquaculture,
which encourage low energy inputs and environmental protection,
also supports domestic consumption wherever possible. Organic
aquaculture production is gaining recognition as a relatively friendly
production system compared with the conventional intensive
aquaculture production. However, the current organic aquaculture
standards were established by western certification organizations
which was mainly oriented to meet the needs and conditions of
temperate species. It may not be appropriate to apply all these
standards directly to tropical/subtropical aquaculture in Taiwan, as the
nature of operations and species involved are different. This paper
introduces briefly the origin and history of organic aquaculture
globally, then analyze the potential and constraints of developing
organic aquaculture for Taiwanese fish farmers based on the current
situations. If Taiwan successfully converts partially its aquaculture
industry into organic, it could provide an example for the industry in
other tropical countries. However, the unresolved standards issues

must be sorted out before these developments can happen.
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